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The wooden box was used in the mine surveying department
of the Idrija Mercury Mine for storing the theodolite
binoculars. The box was properly secured, so that the
binoculars was not damaged while transported through mine
tunnels. A theodolite is an optical-mechanical or electronical-
optical instrument for precise measurement of horizontal and
vertical angles or zenith distances. The mine surveyors
enabled systematic construction of a complex underground
system by directing and controlling the directions of the
tunnels, by controlling the heights and by producing mine
surveying maps. The measurements were a base for
producing mine surveying maps in different scales, which
were necessary for the construction of mine parts (tunnels,
break-throughs, shafts, etc.). Geodetic measurements are
also very important for establishing movements and
deformations of the surface on the affected mining area.

The wooden box is being preserved, secured and presented
as an important monument of Idrija technical mining heritage
with exceptional universal values. Visitors can view it within
the permanent museum display Anthony's Main Road, namely
on the level 1/20 of the Kropac mining field. It is a part of the
presentation that represents the entire story of mining in the
Idrija Mercury Mine. It also highlights the importance of a
mine surveying services of the Idrija Mercury Mine. In addition
to the wooden box, the display also contains the theodolite,
which is placed on a stand.

The Pit of the Idrija Mercury Mine.

Anthony's Main Road, Kosovelova 3, SI-5280 Idrija.
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