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The described weights were one of the devices in Eschka’s
analysis of mercury in cinnabar ores in the laboratory of the
Idrija Mercury Mine. That analysis was especially useful for
the analysis of low-quality ores. In 1872, the Czech mining
engineer Adalbert Eschka introduced a simple analytical
procedure with golden caps. The new method enables very
simple and quick analysis of the mercury share in the ore and
other solids and consequently also very effective process
monitoring of obtaining and smelting the ore. Idria Mine set
the chemistry laboratory on the spot where cinnabar factory
(or “cinobrfabrka”) once stood.

The described weights set is being preserved, secured and
presented as important mining heritage of Idrija with
exceptional universal values. It is a part of the mining
collection of the Idrija Municipal Museum. It is located in the
depot and can be used for temporary museum exhibitions. It
can also be used for different types of mercury heritage
promotions.

Laboratory of the Idrija Mercury Mine.

Idrija Municipal Museum, PrelovCeva 2 depot.

STATE OF CONSERVATION

History of
conservation:

Present state

Necessary
activities:

The object is properly preserved. Additional interventions are
not necessary. Security of the premises is taken care of.

good

Regular seasonal maintenance.
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