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Isolated self-contained breathing apparatus was a part of the
mandatory miners’ working equipment. It was intended as
workers’ protection while breathing, when the atmosphere of
the working environment contained hazardous substances
(gases) in concentrations which are harmful to health. It is an
independent breathing device with closed air circulation
system. The user’s exhaled air is constantly regenerated with
the help of potassium dioxide (KO2). The apparatus is
activated by pulling the loop on the safety ring. The active
part of the apparatus is kept in the hand and a neck strap is
installed. To start using the apparatus, the lower part of the
housing was pulled to activate the formation of the starting
supply of the oxygen in the breathing bag. The breathing pipe
was pulled, the plug from the mouth piece was removed and
the mouth piece was placed in the mouth. Then one could
start breathing normally. Then the clips were placed on the
nose. The protective operation time depends on the physical
activity (from 30 to 90 minutes).

The self-contained breathing apparatus (4 in total) are being
preserved, secured and presented as important mining
heritage of Idrija with exceptional universal values. They are a
part of the mine collection of the Idrija Municipal Museum.
They are stored in the depot. They may be used for
temporary museum exhibitions and various forms of
promotion of mercury heritage.

Idrija Mercury Mine, rescue service.

Idrija Municipal Museum, PrelovCeva 2 depot.
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