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The miners used the oil lamp with rapeseed oil burning for
going to and out of the pit and to light the area of the ore
digging. They also used for private purposes - for various
tasks such as bobbin lacemaking and socialising in the
evenings. The oil reservoir had a wick, which protruded out of
the opening at the top of the reservoir. A lit wick provided a
small flame, therefore the intensity of these lamps was
modest. Better rapeseed oil burning, and thus a slightly
better luminance, was achieved by adding kerosene to the
oil. The bracket was used for carrying and the nailed tip was
used for mounting or fixing the lamp to a wall or a rock crack
in a pit. They were used for more than 400 years. After 1913,
they were replaced in the mines by carbide lamps. They used
the oil lamps for private purposes for many years.

The oil lamp is being preserved, secured and presented as an
important monument of Idrija technical mining heritage with
exceptional universal values. Visitors can view it within the
permanent museum display Anthony's Main Road. It is a part
of the presentation that represents the entire story of mining
in the Idrija Mercury Mine and with the related work process.

Idrija Mercury Mine.

Anthony’s Main Road, Kosovelova 3, SI-5280 Idrija.
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conservation:

Present state

Necessary

The object is well preserved. It was restored for the purpose
of the permanent museum display. Additional interventions
are not necessary. Security of the premises is taken care of.
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