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Author / Producer Societa Anonima ltaliana ing. Nicola Romeo & Co., Milano.
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The compressor served as machinery for transport and gas
and vapour compression. The Idrija Mercury Mine bought it
during the time of the Italian Administration. It was powered
by a Deutz diesel engine with the power 26.1 kW (35 HP).
Other data is not known.

The described compressor is being preserved, secured and
presented as an important monument of Idrija technical
mining heritage with exceptional universal values. It is a part
of the Idrija Municipal Museum collection “Mining machines
and devices”. Along with other compressors from the Austria
period, which are already displayed in the Francis’ Shaft
building, this compressor also marks the period of the
technological mercury exploitation process renovation in the
Idrija Mercury Mine. It also represents the technological
development of the first compressors that were no longer
powered with steam. For this reason it represents technical
heritage which greatly exceeds the Idrija Mercury Mine
framework and is therefore of a larger, global importance.
The compressor is being commendably restored, all the
pistons have piston rings, so that the rotation of the flywheel
can present the principle of operation.

Compressor station of the Idrija Mercury Mine

Francis’ Shaft building (showroom 1).
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