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The drive machine medium was the dry saturated steam from
the battery steam boiler (E. Skoda Pilsen, 1882). The steam
machine powered the transmission though four wedge-
shaped belts or ropes. The transmission powered the sorting
table in the ground level of the Baserija - Idrija Mercury Mine
ore sorting plant. At the same time, the extension rod held
the piston pump together. The energy released in high
pressure steam expansion powered the driving shaft of the
machine. The stream flowed into the cylinder under pressure.
The steam expanded in the cylinder and pushed the piston.
The machine is controlled by a mechanism with a Rieder
sliding system. The crank mechanism was converting straight
piston movement into the rotation of the shaft and vice versa.
The flywheel on the machine’s shaft ensured the even
operation of the machine. It also operated after the Second
World War.

The J. Korosi steam piston machine is being preserved,
secured and presented as important monument of Idrija
technical mining heritage with exceptional universal values. It
is a part of the Idrija Municipal Museum collection “Mining
machines and devices”. The collection demonstrates the
middle-European machine manufacturing at the end of the
19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. It contains the
restored mining machines and devices, tools and equipment,
which were necessary for working in a pit or in outdoor
plants. For this reason it represents technical heritage which
greatly exceeds the Idrija Mercury Mine framework and is
therefore of a larger, global importance. Some specimens of
the mentioned collection could even be placed among the
milestones of the technical heritage of that time.

Baserija - Idrija Mercury Mine ore sorting plant.

Francis’ Shaft building (showroom 2).
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The described machine was restored between 1990 and
1992. It was completely disassembled, surfaces of individual
parts were cleaned with sandblasting process, reassembled
and painted with foundation and top paint. All the machine’s
components are original, with the exception of some smaller
parts. Therefore, no additional interventions are necessary.
Security of the premises is ensured.

good

Regular seasonal maintenance.
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