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Original use

Present use

Original location
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The sample of dark coloured steel ore was formed in a
wetland coastal lagoon environment. It probably has a gel
texture, which shows that is formed with the inflow of
concentrated cinnabar gels. The steel ore is therefore
syngenetic and sedimentary. Steel ores of this type occurred
in the form of differently big lenses or smaller layers in
Skonca beds.

The described liver ore is being preserved, secured and
presented as important natural heritage of mining in Idrija
with exceptional universal values. The specimen represents
one of the natural features of Idrija ore deposit. It is a part of
the geological collection of Idrija Municipal Museum. Visitors
can view it within the permanent museum exhibition “Five
Centuries of the Mercury Mine and the Town of Idrija”. It can
also be used for different types of mercury heritage
promotions.

Idrija ore deposit

Idrija Municipal Museum, Gewerkenegg Castle (showroom 1).

STATE OF CONSERVATION

History of
conservation:

Present state

Necessary
activities:

The specimen is appropriately preserved. The entire
geological collection was professionally completed and placed
in the renovated premises of the Idrija Municipal Museum in
1992. Therefore, no additional interventions are necessary.
Security of the premises is taken care of.

good

Regular seasonal maintenance.
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